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WHOSE STREETS ARE THEY? 
“Streets are not safe for working women at night.”’ 


Working Woman: 


The Law: 


“‘Well, then, make ’em safe.” 
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NOTES OF THE WEEK 


Suffrage Party Active in Havana 


HE National Suffragist Party of 

Havana, Cuba, is open to all women 

and men over fourteen years of age who 

reside in the Republic and who sympa- 

thize with the ideas of the organization. 

Through its official organ, Hl Sufra- 
gista, its program is stated as follows: 


“T. To accomplish the emancipa- 
tion of all women through the pro- 
motion of woman suffrage and of all 
those reforms of the Civil Code which 
may be necessary to establish a real 
political, civil, economic and social 
equality between men and women. 


“II, To make education free and 
compulsory so that there may not re- 
main one single illiterate in Cuba, so 

. that the governors may be elected in- 
telligently and honestly. 


“III. To make war on vagrancy, 
gambling, alcoholism and all the 
vices which tend toward the degen- 
eration of humankind. 


“TV. To unite with any interna- 
tional ‘League’ for the purpose of 
avoiding future wars, securing the 
settlement of international ques- 
tions by diplomatic means. 


“V. Combatting by all means in 
our power the ‘white slave trade,’ 
securing the regeneration of fallen 
women and the protection of illegiti- 
mate children.” 


Two Important Issues in England 

HE issues of unemployment and of 

housing seem to take precedence over 
all other domestic issues in England. 

The feminist papers devote much space 

to both questions. In interviews with the 
new women members of Parliament, these 
questions are to the fore. Says Dorothy 
Jensen, M. P., in The Labour Woman, an 
English monthly for labor women: “La- 
bour women must see to it that unem- 
ployment and housing are dealt with 
first, because of the widespread misery 
they are causing. The problem of unem- 
ployment among women has been dis-. 
gracefully neglected by the past govern- 
ment.” 


The Achievement of Sophie Germain 


HE official organ of the National 

Council of French Women, La Fran- 
caise, comments upon the recent death of 
Eiffel, and his burial in Paris beneath 
the tower which made him famous. Much 
has been said of the tower which, after its 
aesthetic qualities had been debated, 
found, thanks to wireless telegraphy, a 
use which its designer had not foreseen. 
“But,” the comment continues, “what has 
not been said is that the audacious 
achievement of Eiffel was only possible, 
thanks to a woman, Sophie Germain, who 
discovered the elasticity of metal plates, 
the principle of which he utilized.” 


Women Lose in the Interests of Economy 


HE position of women in the public 
service in Germany is menaced by a 
recent decree of the Government, which 
announces that many Government em- 
ployes must be dismissed in the interests 
of economy. While the decree nowhere 
states that women employes will be the 
ones most affected, the Lugwemburg Frau 
of January 13, organ of the Catholic 
Women’s Organization in Luxemburg, 
argues that there is no doubt that this 
will be the case. | 
The classes of employes who will be 
dismissed first are: the oldest, those most 
recently taken into the service and not 
having the number of years of employ- 
ment necessary for title to their positions, 
those who can live on the earnings of an- 
other member of the family, and those 
who have no dependents. In these three 
latter cases the greater number of per- 
sons affected will be women, to whom 
many position in the Government service 
were not open before the Revolution and 
who consequently cannot have had the 
years of service requisite for official title 
to their positions. The women cannot 
count on help from the employes’ asso- 
ciations, composed for the most part of 
men who will be glad to get rid of their 
competition. The women’s organizations 
are submitting petitions in which they 
dwell on the fact that in certain positions 
it would be quite impossible to replace 
women by men without harm to the whole 
community. This is true of certain 
classes of teachers and social welfare 
workers. They emphasize also the satis- 


factory service rendered by the women in ~ 


the positions they have filled. 


Demand for Women Magistrates 


NGLISH women are agitating for 

more women magistrates. The Vote, 
organ of the Woman’s Freedom League, 
in its issue of February 1, calls attention 
to the appointment of thirteen men as 
justices of the peace in one county and 
only one woman; in another county six 
men were appointed and but one woman. 
Forward looking women deplore this in- 
equality, and declare that no case should 
be tried in which either the accused or 
the victim is a woman or a child without 
a woman being on the magistrate’s bench. 


Margaret Bondfield’s Appointment 


VV HILE progressive women in Eng- 
land are regretting the fact that 


no woman has been made a Cabinet Min- 
ister, they are rejoicing that Margaret 
Bondfield, M. P., has been appointed Par- 
liamentary Secretary, Ministry of La- 
bour. She is the first woman minister 
of the country. 


Equal Rights 


More Women M. P.’s Needed 


T a recent conference in London, 

England, convened by the National 
Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship, 
to discuss the possibilities of obtaining 
more women Members of Parliament, 
The Vote, official organ of the Women’s 
Freedom League, reporting the meeting 
in its issue of February 1, states that 
four of the new women M. P.’s were pres- 
ent. It is interesting to note from the 
following quotations that these new mem- 
bers are mindful of the interests of other 
women and of children: 


“Lady Terrington, M. P., referred 
to the responsibilities of the women 
M. P.’s, because they carried all the 
women and children on their should- 
ers. The question of the equal fran- 
chise was most essential. If women 
had had more power in the State, 
there would not have been the recent 
WHE 


“Miss Jewson, M. P., said the pres- 
ent number of eight women M. P.’s 
was quite inadequate. They were 
trying to help all the women and 
children in the country. * * * 


“Miss Susan Lawrence, M. P., re- 
ferred to the extraordinary progress 
recently made by women in politica! 
affairs. In the past, to be a woman 
meant suffering under a one per cent. 
handicap, but since the last election 
this handicap seemed to have van. 
ished. Women today taking 
ten times as much interest in politics 
as in the old days. The possession of 
the vote was in itself an education. 
Women’s questions, too, now aroused 
much greater enthusiasm than in the 
past, and bills were now being bal- 
loted for in the House which would 
gladden the hearts of all women. The 
Representation of the People Bill 
would sweep away, once and for all, 
the irritating political inequalities 
between the sexes. 

“Lady Astor, M. P., also referred 
to the much greater interest women 
were taking, not only in home poli- 
tics, but in foreign affairs. Party 
politics were essential, but what 
women cared most about were great 
moral issues. The women of Great 
Britain and the United States were 
alike characterized by strong moral 
feeling.” 


Keeping Up With Florida 
N Equal Rights bill for men in de- 
partment stores was offered in 
the Senate of the Maryland legislature by 
David G. Harry of Harford County Feb- 
ruary 6. 

By the present law, seats must be pro- 
vided for all female employes in stores, 
where they may rest during hours when 
not actively engaged in selling. The law 
would be amended to include male em- 
ployes. 

Such a law already exists in Florida. 
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February 23, 1924 


AGAINST THE EQUAL 
RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


EPRESENTATIVES of the various 
organizations opposing the Equal 
Rights amendment appeared before the 
Senate Sub-Judiciary Committee on Feb- 
ruary 7th, Senator Ernst of Kentucky, 
the chairman of the Sub-Committee, and 
Senator Walsh of Montana being present. 
The following is a list of the speakers 
who appeared at the hearing: 

Miss Anna Neary of Baltimore, Md., 
organizer for the American Federation 
of Labor; Miss Mary Goff of New York 
of the International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union; Mrs. Myrtle McAboy of 
the International Brotherhood of Book- 
binders; Miss Gertrude McNally, vice- 
president of the National Federation of 
Federal Employes; Mrs. Rose Yates For- 
rester, Brotherhood of Railroad Clerks 
and chairman of the Woman’s Trade 
Union League of the District of Colum- 
bia; Miss May Manning of the Stenog- 
raphers and Office Workers’ Union; Mrs. 
Maud Swartz of New York, president of 
the National Woman’s Trade Union 
League, a printer by trade; Miss Rose 
Schneiderman of New York, vice-presi- 
dent of the National Woman’s Trade 
Union League, a capmaker by trade; Mrs. 
Edith C. Paul, American Federation of 
Teachers; Miss Agnes Reagan, secretary 
of the National Council of Catholic 
Women; Mrs. Alexander Wolf of the Na- 
tional Council of Jewish Women; Miss 
Lida Hafford of the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs; Mrs. Reginald Steven- 
son, Girls’ Friendly Society in America; 
Miss Lita Bane, American Home Eco- 
nomics Association; Mrs. Glen Levin 
Swiggett, National Council of “Women. 
(Mrs. Harriet Taylor Upton and Mrs. 
Emily Newton Blair of the Republican 
and Democratic National Committee sent 
statements. ) 

The following message was submitted 
by the Y. W.C. A.: 


“To the Members of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives: 

“Gentlemen—As President of the 
National Board of Young Women’s 
Christian Associations, I wish to call 
your attention to our opinion in re- 
gard to the Equal Rights amendment 
proposed by the Woman’s Party. We 
are interested in this proposal be- 
cause, in our judgment, it has direct 
bearing upon the problem of the use 
of the legislative method in deter- 
mining working conditions among 
women. 

“Since the beginning of its organi- 
zation the Young Women’s Christian 
Association has earnestly studied in- 
dustrial conditions as they affect 
women, and has seen the effect of 
working conditions upon the lives of 
women within its own membership 
and upon the communities in which 
they live. Out of this experience the 


Association has been led to concern 
itself with certain measures of indns- 
trial legislation. There are at pres- 
ent fifty thousand industrial girls in 
the industrial clubs of our local Asso- 
ciations, being one-tenth of our total 
membership of five hundred thon- 
sand. Therefore, our convictions are 
based on actual experiences of groups 
of girls within our own membership, 
and on a careful study of the indus- 
trial situation on the part of the 
National Association as a whole. | 


“We feel we have good reason to 
believe that the legislation proposed 
by the Woman’s Party would throw 
into litigation the laws we have 
worked for, and might even abolish 
those laws. We agree with the 
Woman’s Party that unjust discrimi- 
nations against women should be re- 
moved, but believe that a different 
method from that proposed by the 
Woman’s Party could be found to 
remove those  discriminations—a 
method which will not imperil the 
gains already made in improving 
working conditions of women. 


“We are, therefore, taking the lih- 
erty of registering with you our dis- 
approval of the so-called Equa! Rights 
amendment proposed by the Woman’s 
Party. 


“Very truly yours, 


“(Signed) Emma Srerr, 


Mrs. Rosert E. Speer, 
“President, The National Board.” 


Mrs. Glen Swiggett spoke for the Na- 
tional Council of Women, representing a 
number of organizations. After she has 
finished Helena Hill Weed, legislative di- 
rector of the Woman’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, stated 
that the League is one of the groups affili- 
ated with the National Council, and that 
both the National and International sec- 
tions are on record as in favor of the 
principle of Equal Rights, and that no 
action has ever been taken regarding the 
method of obtaining Equal Rights. 


INEZ MILHOLLAND MEMORIAL 
ORGANIZES NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL 
JANUARY 28, 1924 


N January 28, 1924, Inez Milholland 

Memorial Chapter was organized at 
National University Law School, in 
Washington, D. C. The officers were 
elected as follows: Miss Martha Goebel, 
chairman; Miss Bertha E. Richard :on, 
first vice-chairman; Mrs. M. Cochrane, 
second vice-chairman; Miss Loyola M. 
Coyne, secretary, and Miss Goldie 8. 
Paregol, treasurer. There are, approxi- 
mately, thirty-five women students at the 
law school. Already the Chapter has 
twenty members. 


To the committee, the keenness and en- 
thusiasm of the Chapter is tremendously 
encouraging. The Executive Committee, 
composed of the Chapter officers, has un- 
der consideration a program which they 


will propose to the Chapter at the next 
meeting. Upon their program is one item 
worthy of note—the preparation of a leaf. 
let of the state discriminations against 
women. The completion of these leaflets 
is very slow and laborious and the demand 
for them is very urgent. For the Chapter 
to undertake this task will be a contribu- 
tion of the greatest value to the legal re- 
search department. The Chapter is en- 
tirely self-governing, as any local chapter 
is. It plans to co-operate with the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party in the fight for the 
passage of the Lucretia Mott amendment. 
It plans to fight against the numerous dis- 
criminations against women as students 
and as lawyers. | 


Program of National Conference of the 
Woman’s Party, August 4, 5, 6, 1924. 
At Meadowmount, Near Elizabethtown, 
New York, in the Adirondacks 


Monday, August 4th. 


2.50 P. M.—-Conference of the National 
Students’ Council of the 
Woman’s Party. 

Election of officers for the 
National Students’ Coun- 
cil. 

(All members of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party 
who are college or uni- 
versity students are eli- 
gible to vote at the Stu- 
dents’ Conference. ) 

8.00 I. M.—Meeting of the Inez Milhol- 
land Memorial Commit- 


tee of the Woman’s 
Party. Annual election 
of officers. 


Tuesday, August 5th. 


10.60 A. M.—Business meeting of Life 
Members, Founders, 
members of National, 
State and Local Commit- 
tees, and members of 
Committees of Profes- 
sional Councils of the 
Woman’s Party, to deter- 
mine upon the election 
policy of the Woman’s 
Party. 

2.50 P. M.—Business meeting continued. 

(All members of the Wom- 
an’s Party are welcome at 
these business sessions of 
the conference, but, by 
vote of the National 
Council, only Life Mem- 
bers, Founders, members 
of National, State and 
Local Committees, and 
members cf Committees 
of Professional Councils 
are eligible to vote at the 
business sessions. ) 

M.—Memorial njeeting at the 

grave of Inez Milholland, 
Mt. Inez. 


0.00 


Wednesday, August 6th. 


9.30 A. M—Automobile trip to Fort? 
Ticonderoga and other 
points of interest. 

8.00 P. M.—Equal Rights Pageant cen- 
tering about the life of 
Inez Milholland, 
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OBJECT OF THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
To remove all forms of the subjection of women. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


(7 Joint Resolution Number 21. 
House Joint Resolution Number 75. 


“Men and women shall have Equal 
Rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject 
to its jurisdiction.” 


Introduced in the Senate, December 10, 
1923, by Senator CHARLES FE. CURTIS. 


Introduced in the House of Representa- 
tives, December 13, 1923, by Repre- 
SENTATIVE D. R. ANTHONY. 
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Equal Rights 


; THE DEPUTATION TO THE PRESIDENT 


A SECON D time a deputation of women has gone to ask President 
Coolidge to use his best efforts in securing the immediate passage 
of the Lucretia Mott amendment to the Constitution, giving Equal Rights 
to the women citizens of the country with the men citizens. In telling 
the delegation of New England women on February 14, that the pro- 
posed Equal Rights amendment now before Congress would no doubt 
receive attention, President Coolidge endeavored to shift to Congress his 
responsibility toward a great number of citizens, as he did on the pre- 
vious visit of the women interested in the passage of the amendment. 

President Coolidge cannot shift his responsibility on this great issue 
any more than he can on the issues which are demanding and receiving 
his attention, such as the Tea Pot Dome investigation, the Tax question 
and others which are of equally vital interest to women and men. 

He is for the time being the leader of the nation, and he has, there- 
fore, a greater opportunity than any other person for leading the nation 
to a position where its women citizens have Equal Rights with its men 
citizens. According to his opportunity is his responsibility. 


WISCONSIN EQUAL RIGHTS LAW AGAIN 
PROVES OF VALUE 


"HE Equal Rights law which was secured in Wisconsin through the 
efforts of the Woman’s Party has won yet another victory for wom- 
en. This latest victory concerns discriminations against women teach- 
ers. 3 
_ The Kenosha (Wisconsin) Board of Education enacted a rule read- 
ing: 
‘‘No additional married women shall be employed as regu- 
lar class-room teachers, but they may be employed as substitute 
teachers. This rule shall not apply to teachers already regu- 
larly employed on the force. In case any teacher is married 
and fails to sign her contract with married name, or if she mar- 
ries after signing her contract, the contract shall thereby be au- 
tomatically cancelled.” 


City Attorney R. P. Cavanagh held that the rule was illegal under 
the Equal Rights laws. In his opinion he said: 


“The rule applies only to women. Under Section 6.015 
of the Statutes women are given the same rights and privileges 
under the law as men in the exercise of suffrage, freedom of 


contract, etc. 
“Tt is my opinion that the rule is illegal and invalid.” 


Mr. Cavanagh’s opinion further intimates that the rule interferes 
with the freedom of a woman teacher to marry and that under the Equal 
Rights law a woman has the same right as a man to marry, without being 
penalized by the School Board. The Board of Education, upon the rec- 
ommendation of Mr. Cavanagh, abolished the rule in question and elim- 
inated all other provisions discriminating against married women teach- 
ers and infringing upon the rights of unmarried women teachers to marry. 


Thus again has the Wisconsin Equal Rights law proved of very prac- 
tical help to women. 

The custom of discriminating against women teachers is almost uni- 
versal. An amendment to our National Constitution establishing Equal 
Rights for men and women would mean that nowhere in this countrv 
could discriminations against teachers on account of sex longer exist. It 
would mean that women teachers in all States would have the same pro- 
tection which they have been given in Wisconsin. And it would mean, 
moreover, that their protection would not be in danger of being swent 
away by action of a state legislature, and would not be subject to quali- 
fications—both of which are true with regard to the Wisconsin law—but 
it would be as one of the fundamental principles of our Government, to 
which everv legislative and administrative body, even down to the small- 
est school board, must conform. 


Equal Rights 
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February 23, 1924 


PRESIDENT COOLIDGE RECEIVES NEW ENGLAND WOMEN 


By Hortense Russet. 


HE activities of the Woman’s Party in Washington this 
week have been concentrated on the deputation of New 
England women to President Coolidge, which took place at noon 
on February 14, in the Executive office. At the President’s re- 
quest the deputation was limited to ten women, and he received 
them very pleasantly, giving each one a smile and handshake and 
repeating their names as they were introduced by Elsie Hill, 
chairman of the National Council of the National Woman’s 
Party. 
After listening to what each had to say, the President replied 
that he was sure the amendment would be given the utmost con- 
sideration in Congress and would be judged on its merits. 


The members of the deputation were Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer of 
Stamford, Connecticut; Mrs. Ernest Schelling, Mrs. William 
Draper, Mrs. Anne Archbold, Bar Harbor, Maine; Gail Laughlin, 
Portland, Maine; Mary Kelly Macarty, and Sallie Hovey, Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshine; Mazel MacKaye, Shirley Centre, Massa- 
chusetts; Mrs. Jessica Henderson, Brookline, Massachusetts, and 
Elsie Hill, Redding, Connecticut. 


Numerous laws of the New England states discriminating 
against women were brought to the attention of the President and 
the point made that New England women while working in their 
separate legislatures to remove these discriminations want the 
principles of equality written into the Constitution of the United 
States as the permanent, inclusive and quickest way of gaining 
Equal Rights for women. Elsie Hill, acting as chairman of the 
deputation, introduced Mrs. Havemeyer of Connecticut, who said: 


Connecticut 


“Mr. President: 
“We thank you for your kindness in giving us a hear- 
_ ing today. We have come to speak to you about a ques- 
tion which has occupied the thoughts of women for over 
seventy years. Women have fought for freedom and are 
still fettered by unjust laws. Women are still in bondage. 
We hope that you, who recognize that national unity de- 
pends upon a foundation of freedom, will help them to 
throw off their fetters. 

“Mr. President, it is fitting’ for this New England depu- 
tation to call to your attention that all great reforms 
have been started by the small minorities. A handful 
of Mohawks threw the tea into Boston Harbor and 
lighted the torch from which Washington saw his vision. 
We are hoping that still another President may see, by 
its remaining light, justice and freedom for women.” 


New Hampshire 


Miss Sallie Hovey, a Founder of the Woman’s Party, then told 
the President that, although the Supreme Court of the United 
States had in the case of the negro declared that a law refusing 
them the right to serve on juries placed a stigma on them, denied 
them the equal protection of the law and tended to make them a 
subordinate race, the state of New Hampshire, contrary to action 
of many other states, continues to deny to women the right to 
serve on juries. 


Rhode Island and Vermont 


Mrs. James Algeo, Rhode Island Chairman of.the National 
Woman’s Party, was unable to be present as planned, but Hazel 
MacKaye, the well-known pageant producer, spoke of the situa- 
tion in Vermont and Rhode Island. She said: 


“In Rhode Island mothers do not have equal guardian- 
ship with fathers of their children. In the case of illegi- 
mate children, however, the mother is forced to bear the 
brunt of the burden. Women teachers are discriminated 


against in regulations and customs of school boards. 
Women in industry are hampered by discriminatory leg- 
islation. Women are excluded from jury service.” 7 


Miss MacKaye reminded President Coolidge that in his native 
state of Vermont the personal earnings of the wife, as, for in- 
stance, those secured from school teaching, are legally the prop- 
erty of the husband. 


Massachusetts 


Mrs. Henderson of Massachusetts pointed out that in her state 
and in the other New England states the services of the wife 
belong to the husband, and the wife is not considered a partner 
in the ownership of property acquired by their joint efforts. Con- 
tinuing, she said: 


“While in the Massachusetts law the rights of the 
father and mother to the custody of their child are de- 
clared to be equal, the mother does not have equal con- 
trol, and the earnings and services of minor children are 
controlled by the father alone. 


“We have come all the way from New England to ask 
your best efforts in securing the passage of the Equal 
Rights Federal amendment now before Congress. 


“T am confident no one will dispute me when I say 
there is no place in the world fit to invite a child to be 
born into. We face a world in ruins. If that world is to 
be rebuilt, the child will be the material with which 
it will be accomplished. 


“The women of the nation who are asking for Equal 
Rights are the women who have caught the vision of the 
rebuilt world. It is their confident belief that conditions 
will never be right for the child until mothers and poten 
tial mothers take their full share in the control of gov- 
ernment and society. 


“We therefore ask the immediate passage of the Equal 
Rights Federal amendment.” 


Maine 
Gail Laughlin, the last speaker, a lawyer and past National 
President of the Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, was 


introduced to the President as a member of the “Coolidge Club 
of Portland.” Miss Laughlin said: 


“Mr. President: 


a “The previous speakers have pointed out a few of the 
“legal discriminations against women in the New Eng- 
land States. There are many more, for, as your Excel- 
lency of course knows, the Common Law still prevails to 
a great extent in all of the New England States, and the 
discriminations of the Common Law against women are 
so imbedded in the law, so woven into the very warp and 
woof of the law, and so influence the interpretation of 
law by the courts, that it would be impossible to remove 
all these discriminations by specific bills in any reason- 
able span of years; therefore, we believe only an all- 
comprehensive amendment to. the Federal Constitution 
will secure Equal Rights and opportunities for women. 


¥ “Your Excellency, in the masterly address which you 
* delivered in New York on Lincoln’s birthday, explain- 
ing why the Metropolis of New York should be inter- 
ested in the troubles of the farmer, rightly said that 
the difficulty which affects so large a population and so 
large an area is distinctly a national question. 

“The matter upon which we have come affects an even 
greater portion of the population, an even greater area, 
and is, we hold, distinctly a national question. 

“Not only in all the New England States, but in every 
state in the Union, a wife’s labor performed in the house- 
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hold or for her husband in any capacity is the property 
of the husband. In other words, not a wife in the United 
States (except in Wisconsin) is possessed of the elemen- 
tal, fundamental human right of being absolutely and 
unqualifiedly the owner of her own labor. 

“Every woman in the United States, whether wife or 
maid or widow, is subject to the menace of legislation re- 
stricting her economic freedom, which does not apply to 
her male competitors. This legislation has been camou- 
flaged under the terms of ‘welfare legislation,’ but every 
restriction upon woman which a barbaric age devised was 
said to be for the benefit of woman. Even Blackstone, 
after he had set forth the disabilities of women under the 
Common Law, and had referred to the fact that the hus- 
band had the legal right to beat his wife, piously re- 
marked that all these provisions ‘are for the benefit of 
women, so great a favorite is the female sex in the laws 
of England.’ 

“In the business and industrial world men and women 
are competitors, and the placing of any restrictions upon 
women which do not apply to men would relegate women 
to jobs so undesirable and poorly paid that men do not 

- want them. They would shut the door of opportunity 
to women. I know from experience whereof I speak; I 
have been self-supporting since I was 18 years of age, 
earned my way through college and the law school, 
and I stand here to say that this would have been im- 
possible if these laws had then been in existence. I 
could not have secured the positions which I did secure 
in competition with men if I had been subject to restric- 
tions which did not apply to them. And this is the posi- 
tion of nine-tenths of the business and professional 
women of the country, women who, starting at the foot 
of the ladder, have, through ability and through having 


Virginia Equal Rights Bill Reported Favorably 


HE hall of the House of Delegates at Richmond, Virginia, 

presented an animated scene when the women of the National 
Woman’s Party received the news that the Equal Rights bill 
argued before the Judiciary Committee had been reported upon 
favorably at a hearing before that committee on February 7. 


The bill, whose patrons are Delegate Page of Norfolk and Dele- 
gate Mitchell of Henry, was read by Chairman J. E. Price. Mrs. 
Charles V. Meredith, Virginia State Chairman of the National 
Woman’s Party, introduced her speakers, prefacing her intro- 
ductions with the remarks that as women were now recognized 
citizens, it was time that the old common laws discriminating 
against women should be repealed and women given full equality 
as their fundamental right. 

Miss Mary Gertrude Fendall, from National Headquarters, in 
a ten-minute talk, gave some very logical reasons why women 
should have Equal Rights with men. She was listened to very 


attentively. 

Mrs. Burnita Shelton Matthews, LL.M., legal research secre- 
tary of the Woman’s Party, made a masterly plea for full equality. 
She backed up her plea with facts and figures which stood the 
test of several questions hurled at her by members of the com- 
mittee; she told of the Wisconsin Equal Rights law now in opera- 
tion and giving full satisfaction to both men and women; she 
quoted several Supreme Court judges’ opinions, praising women 
as jurors, and stated the necessity for such service. 

Mrs. Roy K. Flannagan of Richmond was the last speaker and 
created quite a flutter of mirth by telling the committee that it 
was time for them to get away from the masculine superiority at- 
titude and give women the legal equality which the men knew 
in their hearts the women were entitled to; Mrs. Flannagan 
said further that she had three grown sons, each one as big as 
any member of the committee, and frequently she found them 


Equal Rights 


the opportunity, advanced to worth-while position, and 
who could not have done so had these restrictions existed. 


“As president of the National Federation of Business 
and Professional Women, I came into contact with busi- 

_ ness and professional women of practically every state in 
the Union, and I know that this is the truth. At their 
National Convention in 1920 they passed a resolution 
against such legislation. State Federations of Business 
and Professional Women are opposing, and successfully 
opposing, such legislation. The bulk of this legislation 
was put upon the statute books before women had the 
vote. It was put there at a time when women, whose 
paramount interest is women and wider opportunities for 
them, had all their time and thought and energy engaged 
in winning suffrage for women. It was put upon the 
statute books before business women were organized and 
had a chance to be heard. There are signs of the begin- 
ning of a change. In various states—in Indiana, IIli- 
nois, New Jersey and other states—legislation of this 
character has been defeated ; and only last fall in Maine, 
a proposition to place further restrictions upon women, 
reducing the hours during which they may work to eight 
in any twenty-four hours, was defeated by a referendum 
of all the people by a large majority. 

“Your Excellency, in your Lincoln Day speech, you said 
the power of justice cannot long be delayed. We women 
of New England appeal to you, a son of New England, 
whose sense of justice is so broad as to include the farmer 
of the West, so firm as to refuse, for any consideration of 
expediency, to condemn any man unheard, so keen as to 
see and reject the fallacy which pretends to tax the 

_ rich for the benefit of the poor, but has exactly the oppo- 
site effect, we appeal to you to lead the way in securing 
justice for women.” 


NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


looking and acting as if they knew more than their mother. 
“Now, gentlemen,” said Mrs. Flannagan, “it is up to you to admit 
that your mothers know as much as you do and report this bill 
out without discussion.” 

The women had been granted one hour to present their argu- 
ments for the bill, and at the conclusion of that time Mrs. Mere- 
dith thanked the committee, and with her party turned to go. 


She was stopped by the chairman, who said that the com- 
mittee had decided without leaving the room to report out the 
bill, with a favorable recommendation. 


Delaware Women Discuss Equal Rights Amendment 


HE Lucretia Mott amendment was the subject of a discussion 
at the meeting of the Business and Professional Women’s 
Club held February 2. 

Mrs. Jane W. Hammett, State President of the Delaware 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party, led those who support 
the amendment. Miss Florence Harrison, regional officer of the 
National League of Women Voters, opposed the amendment. 
The speakers were introduced by Mrs. Glendola B. Rose, the 
presinent of the club. Mrs. Hammett, having the affirmative side, 
spoke first. She reviewed the sixty discriminations against women 
now existing in this country. She spoke particularly of the 
discriminations against women teachers and referred to the fight © 
in Roston for equal pay. The fact that Columbia University 
Law School is closed to women was brought out in her speech 
to the assembly. 

Mrs. Hammett stated that, although the League of Women 
Voters was ready to admit that women were discriminated 
against, it was not in favor of deciding the matter by a national 
amendment to the constitution. 

An open discussion followed, but no action was taken by the 
club. 


February 23, 1924 


Equal Rights in the Maryland Legislature 
P to date there have been introduced into the Maryland Leg- 


islature, now in session, twenty-four separate measures 
and the blanket Equal Rights bill. 


Of the separate measures fourteen are aimed at equalizing the 
right of married. women in cases of transfer of property, right to 
sue, right to contract, divorce, domicile, alimony, estates by the 
entirety, crimes committed by married women, damages for in- 
jury, administrations of estates, support, and services and earn- 
ings. Two equalize the inheritance laws, and one applies to 
guardianship of children and six equalize the labor laws. 


An all-day hearing was given the Maryland branch of the 
National Woman’s Party by the Judiciary Committee on Wednes- 
day, January 30th. The morning was given over to the separate 
measures in the committee room where every member was present. 


Mrs. C. J. Ogle, chairman of the legislative committee, opened 
the hearing, classified and enumerated the bills and introduced 
Mrs. Donald R. Hooker, president of the Maryland Branch, who 
conducted the hearing. 7 


The sixteen bills were taken seriatim and explained by Mrs. 
Burnita Shelton Matthews, their author. She held the whole 
room in rapt attention for an hour. Many questions were asked 
by the members and there were quite a few indications of sym- 
pathetic minds. 


These minds were evidently in the minority however, for when 
twelve of the bills were reported out the following day four came 
out favorably and eight unfavorably. 


Two of the favorably reported removed the presumption of 
coercion from the husband, one removed sex preference in the 
administration of estate, and one equalized the rights of husband 
and wife in the transfer of property. | 

A general hearing was held on the blanket bill in the House 
chamber in the afternoon of January 30. The chamber was full 
and many were in the galleries. Mrs. Hooker presided; Miss 
Maud Younger made a forceful plea; Mrs. Robert Walker ex- 
plained the aims of the Woman’s Party; Miss Mamie Santora, 
only woman member of the National Executive Committee of the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, and Miss Sarah Berinsky spoke 
for the working woman. Judge Jacob M. Moses assured the com- 
mitte there was nothing to fear and much to be gained by pass- 
ing the blanket bill. Mrs. Matthews spoke on the guardianship 
bills. 

On February 5th the antis, made up of women from the Con- 
stitutional League and the League of Women Voters, were 
heard, and on February 6th the Equal Rights bill was reported 
unfavorably by the Judiciary Committee and laid on the table in 
the House. The four measures favorably reported have passed 
the House and are now before the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
Besides having to act on these measures this Committee will also 
have to pass upon four of the Equal Rights labor bills introduced 
by Senator Harry. These bills are the amended labor laws of 
Maryland, which provide seats for men as well as women in 
industry and make the overtime and mine labor laws applicable 
to both sexes, and repeal the law applying to waitresses in the- 


atres. The bill which makes the ten-hour law applicable to both 


sexes is before the Agriculture and Labor Committee. 


Anita Pollitizer in Rhode Island 


RS. SARA M. ALGEO, Chairman of the National Woman’s 
Party in Rhode Island, writes of the activities of her state 
as follows: 


“The Rhode Island Woman’s Party had the pleasure of 
entertaining the National Secretary, Miss Anita Pol- 
litzer, February 1 and 2. Upon her arrival! she was put 
to work almost immediately. At 1 P. M. she was given 
the opportunity by WJAR, The Outlet Company, which 
has the reputation of being the finest broadcasting sta- 
tion in New England, to talk about twenty minutes. 
From there she was taken to the State House and for 
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more than two hours was subjected to a severe grilling 
by the House Judiciary Committee. Representative 
Lavander, who is exceedingly sore because the Woman’s 
Party opposes labor legislation for women and chil- 
dren only, brought all his astuteness as a lawyer to bear 
to upset Miss Pollitzer and her arguments, but this 
young advocate came off completely victorious. 


“In the evening a dinner was given in honor of Miss 
Pollitzer at the Crown Hotel, which was followed by a 
meeting, when she again presented the subject of Equal 
Rights and won many converts. 


“On Saturday Miss Pollitzer interviewed the Gov- 
ernor and several politicians, making a most favorable 
impression by her charming personality. A meeting in 
the evening wa’ held at the home of a member of the 
State Committee, Mrs. M. E. D. Hotchkiss, in Pawtucket. 


“As usual, the press gave good space to all of Miss 
Pollitzer’s activities in the State.” 


Resolutions endorsing the Equal Rights amendment were sent 
to President Coolidge, Senator Curtis, Representative Anthony, 
Senator Colt, Senator Gerry, Representatives Aldrich, Burdick 
and O’Connell. 


New York Activities 


HE national Woman’s Party gave a dinner attended by 
about 300 people at the Hotel Astor February 10 to aid the 
nation-wide campaign for Equal Rights. Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer 
presided, and pledges amounting to over $10,000 were received. 
Miss Alice Paul, vice-president of the National Woman’s Party, 
was the first speaker. Other speakers were Doris Stevens and 
Anne Goodrich, Dean of the Nursing School at Yale. 


Resolutions endorsing the proposed federal amendment were 
passed and copies authorized to be sent to President Coolidge, 
James W. Wadsworth, Jr., and Royal S. Copeland, Senators from 
New York. Petitions on parchment will be sent throughout 
the country for signatures from women in all lines of business 
and industry. These petitions were signed by members of the 
various councils present at the dinner. Among the signers were 
Inez Haynes Irwin, writer; Anita Loose, playwright; Ruth Hale, 
journalist; Winifred Leniham, actress; Lydia Field Emmitt, 
artist; Anne Goodrich, nurse. 


Among those present at the dinner were Hon. Hamilton Fish, 
congressman from New York; Mrs. Osgood Pell, and Mr. Horace 
Havemeyer. 


Miss Stevens made the speech requesting pledges for the sup- 
port of the campaign, and the response was hearty and imme- 
diate. Mr. Adolph Lewishohn led off with a pledge of $1000, which 
he later increased to $1250. Later Mrs. Stephen Pell, who had a 
table at the dinner, gave a supper at her home in honor of the 
speakers. 

Mrs. Lieber IE. Whittic, State Vice-Chairman, spoke at the 
Buffalo hearing of the Committee on Law Revision, January 26, 
to a friendly and attentive audience. She emphasized the theory 
of the whole group of bills and called attention to the situation 
of women under the English common law and the reason for that 
condition. She indicated the changed condition today on account 
of which we base our claims for the removal of evidence of in- 
feriority of women from modern statutes. 

The weather was frightful in Buffalo—seven degrees below zero 
and a 60-mile gale blowing straight from Michigan. The hearing 
was conducted in overcoats and arctics. 

The following resolution, presented by the Woman’s Equal 
Opportunity League of New York City, was unanimously passed 
at the New York City Federation of Women’s Clubs Convention, 
held on Friday, February 1, 1924: 


“Whereas the Labor Law of the State of New York now 
denies to all women the rights enjoyed by boys over six- 
teen in the matter of employment on evening or night 
shifts; and 


“Whereas we believe that girls between the ages of six- 
teen and eighteen are entitled to the same rights and the 


& 
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aa safeguards as boys between those ages; therefore, 

“Resolved, That the New York City Federation of 
Women’s Clubs endorse Assembly Bill, Pr. No. 574, Int. 
No. 571, repealing the prohibition of night work for 
women over eighteen and making the same restrictions 
as hours of labor for girls between sixteen and eighteen 
as now apply to boys.” , 


A bill (Pr. No. 574, Int. No. 571) providing that women shall 
have equal opportunity with men to work after ten o’clock at 
night in all occupations open to men has been introduced in the 
New York Assembly by Mr. Lewis R. Stapley, at the request of 
the New York State Branch of the Woman’s Party. 


Activity at Seneca Falls Continues 


RS. D. W. MORAN, who was Chairman of the Committee 

on Local Arrangements for the Woman’s Party Conference 

at Seneca Falls last July, has been speaking at a number of meet- 
ings in her congressional district in behalf of the Equal Rights 
amendment. J'he Rochester Times-Union of January 10th gives 


' the following report of her meetings: 


“Mrs. D. W. Moran, prominent local social worker 
and active in the affairs of the National Woman’s Party, 
addressed the Lyons Civic Club in that city yesterday 
afternoon on the history and future program of the 
National Woman’s Party in this state and in the United 
States. 

“A similar meeting will be held in Seneca Falls in the 
rest rooms of the Business Men’s Association. Efforts 
are being made to form a local organization in each town 
of the thirty-sixth congressional district.” 


Massachusetts Holds Many Meetings | 
NITA POLLITZER, Secretary of the National Woman’s 


Party, argued the case for the proposed Equal Rights . 


amendment in a meeting at the home of Mrs. Langdon Frothing- 
ham, in Beacon street, Boston, February 8. In the debate the 
opposition was represented by B. Loring Young, Speaker of the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives. 

“We are not blaming the men for the glaring discriminations 
that exist against us,” Miss Pollitzer said. “If this fight is not 
won it is our own fault. It is our fight and we are out to win it 


ourselves. When Susan B. Anthony, in 1878, introduced the first — 
proposal for a Woman Suffrage amendment, she had no support. 


There was no organization behind her and few women with her. 
But the first she began years before was carried through because 
it was right. This Equal Rights amendment is a further step in 
the same direction, and a continuation of the same fight.” 

Miss Pollitzer has been before most of the state legislatures of 
the United States in the interests of Equal Rights for women. 


Government Workers’ Council 


HE Executive Committee of the Government Workers’ Coun- 
cil of the National Woman’s Party is actively engaged on 
plans for the first general conference of the Council, to be held 
in March at National Headquarters. 
Miss Jessie Dell is chairman of the Committee of Arrangements. 
Delegates from all over the country are expected. 


COMMENT OF THE PRESS 


“A Short Story 
F. P. A. in New York World, January 31. 


66 HERE is too much packed into it for a short story, and we 

aren’t going to write a novel. So here it is, a clipping from 
The World’s Personals. We have been saving it for a long time, 
and herewith it is offered to any novelist who wants a plot 


nucleus: 


““EVELYN D.—Please come home or write. My fault. 
Alex. D. 


“ ‘ALEX D.—Nothing to write; working. 


Evelyn D.’” 


Equal Rights 
EQUAL RIGHTS AND THE MAGAZINES 


Equal Ricuts will present each month a Ust of articles of interest to 
feminists, selected from the current magazines by Isabelle Kendig. 


AMERICAN WOMEN AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS—George Madden Mar- 
tin—Atlantic Monthly, February. 


THE WILL TO LOVE—A POSTSCRIPT TO A DISCUSSION OF 
DIVORCE—Elizabeth C. Adams—Atlantic Monthly, February. 


WHY ONE WOMAN HATES TO VOTE—Evelyn P. Curtis—Collier’s, 
January 5. 


HAVE YOU FORMED A DEFINITE OPINION? (World Court )—Mrs. 
Percy V. Pennybacker—ZInternational Interpreter, January 5. 


WORLD WOMEN AND PEACE—Sara Robinson—International Inter- 
preter, January 5. 


POWDER PUFF PETS OR IRON WOMEN—Ladies’ Home Journal, 
February. 


LABOR’S POSITION AGAINST THE WOMAN’S PARTY AMEND- 
MENT—Ethel M. Smith—Life and Labor, February. 


WOMEN IN POLITICS—Mayme Ober Peak—Outlook, January 23. 


NOW WE KNOW WHERE THE WOMEN STAND—Ida Clyde Clarke, 
Pictorial Review, February. 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 


REASURER’S REPORT. Edith Ainge, Treasurer. Auditor: 
Nettie Trail, C. P. A. Receipts of National Headquarters, 
December 7, 1912, to February 7, 1924, $1,243,493.97. 
Contributions, membership receipts and other receipts, Feb- 
ruary 8, 1924, to February 15, 1924: 


Miss Bertha MacK. Ohr, D.C. $1.00 Mrs. Laura V. Beach............ .50 

Miss Nellie 8. Terry, Mich... 1.00 Mrs. Grace Lawton.............. 

Miss Nettie A. Blasing, Minn. 1.00 Mrs. T. 8. Bohlin.................. 50 

Mrs. Cora L. Overland, Mass. 1.00 Miss Louise T. Shrives........ .50 

Miss Jane Peterson, N. Y....... 1.00 Mrs. A. E, Benson................ .50 

Miss Harriet Phillips, N. Y... 10.00 Miss Bleanor Van Gelder...... 50 

Per Rhode Island Branch: 50 
Miss Florence Garvin.......... 50 Miss Jessie C. Nestle... 50 
Miss Ethel Garvin................ .50 Miss Emma L. Browning... 50 
Miss Harriet Tourtellot...... 50 Mrs. Anna D. Helmsen....... 50 
Mrs. 8. E. Porter.................. 50 Mrs. M. Blanche Saunders. 50 
Mrs. Ida M. Paige................ .50 Mrs. F. EB. King.................... 50 

Per New Jersey Branch: Per Colorado Branch: — 

Mrs. Leila Enders................ 2.50 Mrs. A. G. .50 
Mrs. Emma Niehaus............ 5.00 Miss Marie M. Smith... 50 
Mrs. Agnes Stiner................ 2.50 Collection taken at meeting 3.50 
Mrs. Christine Helmsen...... 2.50 Mrs. M. H. L. Wilmarth, D.C. 1.00 
Miss Louise F. Strittmater 4.50 Mrs. Adaline D. Miller, Fla... .50 
Mrs. Mineola A. Fuller........ 8.00 Mrs. Julia H. Bissell, Okla... 50.00 
Mrs. B. Engel....................+:. Miss Mary M. O'Reilly, D. C. 25.00 


Mrs. Halsted L. Ritter, Col... 25.00 
Miss Betty W. Mayer, D.C... 25.00 
Miss Anne B. Roberts, N. Y... 20.00 


Mrs. C. T. Delaney.............. 
Mrs. Nettie N. Endwiss...... 
Miss Nancy Nicol.................. 


Mrs. Ernest IL. Moore.......... Miss Hallie Brown, D. C....... 1.00 
Mrs. Emma Schweizer........ Mrs. C. E. Nicol, Va................ 1.00 
Mrs. DePuyter Staggz.......... Mrs. M. T. Camffeman, N. Y. 1.00 
Mrs. Edward T. Phillips.... Miss EK. P. Dillon, D. C......... 1.00 
Mrs. Chas. E. Stafford........ Miss Elsie Hill, Conn.............. 3.00 
Mrs. G. Kunnemann............ Per District of Columbia Branch: 

Mrs. John Baatz.................... Miss Mayda M. Leach.......... .50 
Mrs. Ellen T. Hoyt.............. Miss Eleanor P. Curtis, D.C. 1.00 
Mrs. Carrie A. Hearing...... Mrs. Chas. P. Cox, Mass....... 1.00 


Mrs. Wm. P. Draper, N. Y..... 10.00 
Mrs. Ernest Schelling, Me...... 10.00 
Mrs. W. B. Christine, Pa........ 1.00 
Miss Mary A. Burnham, Pa... 100. 

Rent of rooms at Headgtrs... 118.50 


Mrs. Ada O. Clovis.............. 
Mrs. Anna A. Vogel.............. 
Mrs. Hugo Reich.................. 


Mrs. Clara B. Richardson.. Sale of literature..... Boks 25 
Mrs. K. M. Cook.................. 

Mrs. Mabel W. Ferguson... Total receipts through Feb. 


Total receipts, Dec. 7, 1912, 
to Dec. 15, 1924..........$1,248,977.97 
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